i3

INK

fa

let

NC

Your hometown newspaper
serving Plymouth and
Plymouth Township for 118
years

SUNDAY

August 15, 2004
75 cents

SRR
UMBER 102

VoLuMme 118 N

BY TONY BRUSCATO
STAFF WRITER

Plans have been submitted to develop
the old Amoco gas station site in down-
town Plymouth into a $3.5 million retail,
office and condominium complex.

Jim Lawrence, of Development
Resource Group in Brighton, is partner-
ing with property owner Ed
Dombrowski to build the three-story
multi-use facility - to be called the 789
Building - at the corner of Ann Arbor
Trail and Main Street.

“Ed is contributing the land and we
are bringing our redevelopment and
contaminated site experience to the
project,” said Lawrence. “We appreciate
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smaller cities with rejuvenated down-
town areas, and we're trying to create an -
affordable live-work facility in a vibrant
area across from a beautiful park.”

The 789 Building will be much like the
Mayflower Centre across the street, with
retail or restaurant space at street level,
office area on the middle floor, with four
condos on the third floor that will have a
mezzanine-level bedroom.

“We want the building to blend with
the community,” said Lawrence. “The
Box Bar and Mayflower Centre are
neighbors, so we're trying to make the
building look like it’s been there for
years and years.”

Lawrence said they’ve approached sev-
eral banks to finance the project, and
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Builder fuels Amoco prope

he’s hopeful approval from the city’s
planning commission will come in time
to begin construction this year.

“We're getting a really good response.
We've talked to several restaurant peo- -
ple, and some who are interested in the
office area,” Lawrence said. “We want to
be 60 percent pre-leased before we
break ground. It wouldn’t be fair to the
community to have a vacant building
constructed there.”

Because the site was previously a gas
station, there will need to be environ-
mental cleanup of the property before
construction - which will include under-
ground residential parking - can begin.

PLEASE SEE AMOCO, A5

©2004 HoMETowN COMMUNICATIONS NETWORK

rty plan

(sl

TOM HAWLEY | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

After years of being vacant, plans are finally in
place for the old Amoco building downtown.

Ready for next time .
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An artists' rendering of what The 789 Building might look like on the site of the current Amoco property.
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“The big myth is that
Amoco cleaned the site,” said
Nicholas Maloof with
Associated Environmental
Services of Bloomfield Hills,
who has been hired as an
environmental consultant.
“There’s still contamination in
the soil and groundwater
underneath the old gas sta-
tion, the Box Bar and the
Mayflower (Meeting House).

“It’s not necessarily danger-
ous as the levels aren’t high
enough to become a health
concern issue,” said Maloof,

“but enough to make it eligi-
ble for a brownfield.”

The developers will petition
the city commission to make
the site a brownfield, which
would give them tax breaks
for cleaning the contamina-
tion.

Lawrence said the condo-
miniums, ranging from 2,000
to 2,500 square feet, will sell
in the neighborhood of
$300,000, which is a about a
third of what the condos
across the street at the
Mayflower Centre cost. At last
check, none of the condos in

“the Mayflower have been

sold.
“We want to make them

affordable so they’re not
priced out of the market,”
Lawrence said. “As for the
other space, our facility is
designed for smaller tenants,
so we're confident about fill-
ing them, considering the
early interest we've had.”

Land cost, contamination
cleanup and construction will
push the project to about $5
million, according to
Lawrence.

“If all goes well, we could be
looking at a grand openingin -
the fall of 2005,” he said.
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Northville Dr. Phillip Cascade
will replace the late-Richard
DeVries on the Schoolcraft
College Board of Trustees.

Cascade was appointed to the
board for a 10-month term.

The board selected the veter-
an physician after meeting 16
candidates for 20-minute inter-
views Monday and Tuesday.

He told the board he plans to
run for election to the seat next
June when voters will deter-
mirie who will serve the remain-
ing four years of DeVries’ term,
which was an important attrib-
ute sought board members, said
Mary Breen, a Livonia resident
who chairs the Schoolcraft
board." :

“In my 21 years on the board,
we've never had a medical doc-
tor on our board,” Breen said.
“It was hard because there were

so many good people, but Dr. -
Cascade had a strong academic
background and has had a
number of articles published.”

Cascade works as a physician
at University of Michigan
Hospitals, campus professor at
U-M and professional consult-
ant. In his 38-year career,
Cascade also practiced at -
Detroit’s Sinai Hospital and
Ann Arbor’s VA Medical Center
and taught at Wayne State
University.

Cascade will be sworn-in and
officially join the seven-member
board Aug. 25.

The selection process con-
cludes a painful six-week
process for the Livonia college’s
board that started June 8 when
DeVries, a retired Livonia
Public Schools teacher and 11-
year college board member, was
found stabbed to death in his
condominium.
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